
NewsNews

• Stream assessment 8/26/06Stream assessment 8/26/06.
• Landfill leachate collection system 

construction begins 8/31/06construction begins 8/31/06
• MDEQ Watershed Management Plan 

G t A d d!Grant Awarded!
• Michigan Tech students begin Senior 

Design Project.





“State ofState of 
the Stream 

C l R d
Segment”
Canal Road 
to Sharon 
Avenue

Prepared by Alex Mayer, 9/11/06



Desired attributesDesired attributes

• visually attractivevisually attractive
• habitat for a healthy ecosystem

t iti f h i t ti• opportunities for human interactions 
• water quality
• community education



Canal Road to 
M-26 underpass









M-26 underpass 
to Sharon Ave.













Water Quality: Potential ConcernsWater Quality: Potential Concerns

• Septic tanks in Dakota HeightsSeptic tanks in Dakota Heights
• “Hurontown Landfill”

S di t f t t d i d f• Sediment from stormwater drains and from 
upstream

• Iron and manganese (and other 
chemicals) from upstream



Dakota 
Heights 
Septic 
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Houghton 
City 
LandfillLandfill



Water Quality: Septic TanksWater Quality: Septic Tanks

• Homes in Dakota Heights are on septicHomes in Dakota Heights are on septic 
systems.

• Some of these tanks may be failing• Some of these tanks may be failing.
• Potential concerns are pathogens and 

it tnitrates
• But, water quality sampling at Houghton 

Waterfront Park thus far has not indicated 
excessive levels of coliforms or nitrates.*

*source: MTU Senior Design group, 2005-6



Water Quality: “Hurontown Dump”Water Quality: Hurontown Dump



Sediment from Stormwater RunoffSediment from Stormwater Runoff

• Significant accumulation of sediments areSignificant accumulation of sediments are 
found in at least two areas where the 
stream slope is low.p

• Stormwater enters the stream segment 
from upstream and from drainage pipes at p g p p
various points.

• Some of the drainage pipes likely bring g p p y g
runoff from outside the stream segment 
drainage area.



Water Quality: Iron and Manganese*
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*MTU Senior Design 10/29/05



Vision Statement
For guiding the Watershed Management Plan

• We desire a watershed and stream that . . .
– is visually attractive, can be seen wherever possible, and includes a 

stream-side vegetation buffer that is visible on the landscape;
– provides habitat for a healthy ecosystem within an urban setting;
– provides opportunities for human interactions with the stream 

ecosystem, with the Houghton Waterfront park and the former 
H ron Lake being prime sites for interactionHuron Lake being  prime sites for interaction;

– has water quality that is consistent with the previous three goals;
– provides opportunities for community education (including schools, 

business owners and the public in general) on the importance ofbusiness owners, and the public in general) on the importance of 
healthy watersheds and in the historical uses of this particular 
watershed, with interpretive signs at sites of interaction being one 
possible form of education.


